
AIR RESOURCES COUNCIL  
MINUTES OF ONLINE MEETING #265 

05/11/2020 
DRAFT 

 
MEMBERS PRESENT VIA 
ZOOM CONFERENCE CALL:            Chairman Robert Duval, Vice Chair David Collins, Georgia Murray 
                                                             Elizabeth Tillotson, Kris Blomback, J.Ryan Bielagus, David Cribbie,  
                                                             Mark Lambert 

 
NHDES – ARD PERSONNEL:           Director Craig Wright, Cathy Beahm, Gary Milbury,   

 
OTHERS PRESENT:                           Shelley Marshall, Paula Scott, David Conley 

 
MEMBERS OF 
THE PUBLIC PRESENT:                    John Tuthill, John Tippet, Nicholas Holmes  

 
Call to Order: 
Chairman Robert Duval read over the Online Meeting procedures outlined in the Governor’s 
Emergency Order #12 pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, and called meeting #265 of the Air 
Resources Council (ARC) to order at 9:08 a.m. on Monday, May 11, 2020. Chair Robert Duval 
announced that a quorum of the ARC was present.  All Council Members and other attendees 
participated via Zoom audio/video or audio-only connections.    
 
Approval of Minutes: 
A motion to approve the minutes of meeting #264 moved by David Collins and seconded by Kris 
Blomback.  A roll call was done and all in favor. 
 
Division Activities and Legislative Update: 
Chairman Robert Duval introduced Director Craig Wright of the Air Resources Division (ARD).  Director 
Wright briefly updated members of the ARC regarding issues relative to the ARD, including: 
 

NHDES ARD Protection against Covid-19:   
 

Public Comment Period - Draft Title V Operating Permit for Granite Shore Power (GSP) - Merrimack 
Station in Bow: 
  
On May 5th, the NHDES Air Resources Division issued a public notice regarding its draft decision to 
issue a Title V Operating Permit to GSP - Merrimack Station in Bow, NH.   
  
The purpose of this action is to renew the Title V Permit and incorporate minor modifications. Any 
interested parties (including GSP) may file written comments and/or request a public hearing on this 
draft decision.  The deadline to submit comments (or a hearing request) is June 4th. 



  
Issuance of Temporary Permit for Expansion of the NCES Landfill, Bethlehem, NH: 
  
On April 22, 2020 the Air Resources Division issued a Temporary Permit for the North Country 
Environmental Services (NCES) landfill in Bethlehem.  The Temporary Permit authorizes NCES to 
increase the permitted landfill capacity, from 5.1 million tons to 6.2 million tons.  This decision was 
issued following a public comment period, including a public hearing that was held in Bethlehem on 
March 4, 2020.  Under the NH Code of Administrative Rules, any interested parties may appeal the 
permit to the NH Air Resources Council within 30 days of the April 22, 2020 decision. 
  
On a related note, the Waste Management Division had been evaluating a Solid Waste Facility Permit 
application from NCES for this same expansion.  Based on the Waste Division’s determination, they 
recently informed NCES that they intended to deny the expansion.  In response, NCES withdrew their 
Solid Waste Facility application in February 2020, and subsequently re-filed an amended application on 
March 24, 2020.  Now that the Temporary Permit has been issued, NCES must first obtain the Solid 
Waste Facility Permit (and any other required local approvals) before moving ahead with the 
expansion.   
 
 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry 
(ATSDR) APPLETREE Grant: 
  
NHDES has been awarded a competitive federal grant from the ATSDR, APPLETREE program (APPLTREE 
stands for ATSDR’s Partnership to Promote Local Efforts to Reduce Environmental Exposure). This 
funding (in the amount of $389,000) will be used to conduct public health assessments and community 
education and outreach in response to site-specific issues involving human exposure to hazardous 
substances in the environment.   
 
The funding will also be used to implement ATSDR’s Choose Safe Places for Early Care and Education 
program, which will include formulating collaboration strategies to help educate New Hampshire 
communities about evaluating prospective child care locations.  This is intended to help prevent new 
early care and education facilities from being located in places where there may be an increased risk of 
exposure to harmful environmental contamination.  
 
The request is expected to be presented to the Governor & Council and Fiscal Committee for their 
approval on May 20. 
 
Status of Appeals  
Paula Scott, Appeals Clerk briefly updated members of the current ARD appeals status, including:  
 
Docket No. 20-05 ARC – Town of Merrimack, NH Appeal    
4/13/20 Requested Hearing Officer be assigned.  David Conley was appointed by Attorney General.  
4/15/20 issued Appeal Accepted Letter.   



Docket No. 19-05 ARC – Textile Coated, Inc. (TCI) Appeal 
4/13/20 Received Objection to Motion to Stay. 4/15/20 issued letter denying Appellant’s Motion to 
Stay. Air Council to consider a motion for rehearing and related objection today. 
 
Chair Robert Duval posted and read Docket No. 19-05 ARC – Textile Coated Inc. appeal, pointed out 
there were both matters of law and factual matters in the Motion, and turned the council meeting 
over to Hearings Officer David Conley to rule on matters of law. David Conley stated that under RSA-
5413 and Env AC-205.16 he found no merit in the alleged errors of Law in the Motion.  Hearings Officer 
Conley then turned the meeting back to Chair Duval.  
 
Council member Georgia Murray asked a clarifying question if there was anything other than what was 
already presented to the council in the last hearing.  Chair Robert Duval said there were no new facts 
presented in the Motion, however council members needed to make sure that they understood the 
import of all the facts presented, and properly understood the significance of all those facts in the 
original decision.  
 
Council member J. Ryan Bielagus reminded the council that his original concern expressed at the last 
hearing was that ARD tested for over 20 chemicals; and there were 4 or 5 chemicals that ARD couldn’t 
explain why they should have been tested. 
 
David Cribbie moved to deny the rehearing request; motion was seconded by Georgia Murray.  Chair 
Duval called a roll call vote and the Motion to deny a Rehearing was carried 5 to 1, with Ryan Bielagus 
voting no, and David Collins and Kris Blomback abstaining.  
 
Rules: None at this time   
 
New Business:                   
There was no new business to report. 

           
Public Commentary: 
None at this time  
 
Adjourn: 
Having no further business to discuss, a motion to adjourn was made by Mark Lambert and seconded 
by Ryan Bielagus.  Meeting #265 of the Air Resources Council adjourned at 9:50 am on May 11, 2020. 
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